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ALISA VO

Hi, | am Alisa.

| was sexually abused when | was 5 years old. When my mother and | reported
the abuse to the police, we had to bounce around building to building to get
the help and resources we needed.

My mother and | were sent to many different places which added incredible
stress to the already traumatic experience.

Upon entering each building, | had to retell the horrific details of my abuse.
Each time felt more painful than the last.
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NARRATOR VO

Not too long ago, Alisa's journey was typical of the struggles faced by children
and youth who had experienced abuse. So, in 2012, a group of community
service providers decided to work together to create a better system. Their
goal was to provide a coordinated approach to services where victims

of abuse could tell their story and gain access to support services, all in one
place. The result was Alisa's Wish Child & Youth Advocacy Centre.
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Alisa's Wish uses a multi-disciplinary team approach to support children and
youth who have experienced abuse and/ or witnessed violence. The team at
Alisa's Wish includes Maple Ridge/Pitt Meadows Community Services,
Community-Based Victim Services, Ridge Meadows RCMP, the Ministry for
Children and Family Development, Act 2 Child & Family Services, Cythera
Transition House Society, and School District 42 working together to support
and serve the children and youth of Maple Ridge, Pitt Meadows and Katzie
First Nation."
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TAMARA VO

My name is Tamara Williams and I’'m the Child and Youth Advocate at Alisa’s A ROLL MV_167 :35
Wish Child and Youth Advocacy Centre in Maple Ridge BC.

This is a program of MR/PM Com Services A ROLL :51
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We provide a wrap-around support with our multi-disciplinary team to set
their familes up with supportive services in the community.---SAY THIRD
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It really is retraumatizing for children to have to tell their story more than
once.---SAY SECOND.
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With Alisa’s Wish, we have the police and social workers come to the Centre
so that there’s only one statement that needs to be taken. ---SAY FIRST.
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CHRISTINE VO

Hi I’'m Corporal Christine Day. I’'m a police officer with the serious crime unit at the
Ridge Meadows RCMP detachment.

One of my jobs is that I’'m the police liaison between the Ridge Meadows
Detachment and Alisa’s Wish.

Police officers who interview children and youth at Alisa’s Wish are specially trained
in forensic child interviewing. We want to ensure that we get the best statement
possible so that your child only has to tell their story one time. Usually, there will be
another police officer watching in a separate room to make sure that all of the details
that we need for our investigation are captured in the first statement.

But we don’t dress like this when we interview children. We dress in plain clothes.
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When the police interview children here at Alisa’s Wish, we do everything we
possibly can to create a safe environment for children and youth.

We want to make sure that children and youth feel safe telling their stories to us
here at Alisa’s Wish.

The police work as part of the multidisciplinary team at Alisa’s Wish to keep you
informed on the progress of your investigation.
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Alisa’s Wish WORKING DRAFT video script




When Alisa’s Wish came into the picture, | was beyond grateful that this building had
opened the doors to a safe place for victims of abuse to come and heal. A building
that had everything, instead of frantically trying to find disconnected services by
yourself. | felt as if finally something good came out of all the trauma | had endured.
A wish that had finally come true.
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TAMARA VO

| do this because | believe that every child and youth have the right to have their
voice heard. And by coming through Alisa’s Wish, it gives them the opportunity to tell
their story and it allows for the healing process to begin.
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ALISAVO

For anyone who has been or witnessed abused, | want you to know you aren’t alone.
Itis not weak to ask for help. If anything, it’s the strongest achievement someone can
make. You do not deserve it, nor will you ever deserve it. Healing is a journey, but
one that is worth the work.

B You are not alone
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NARRATOR VO

Alisa’s Wish Child and Youth Advocacy Centre, a program of Community Services,
helps all children and youth in Maple Ridge, Pitt Meadows and Katzie First Nation
who have experienced or witnessed physical, emotional, or sexual abuse.

From opening in July 2013 to 2020, Alisa’s Wish has provided service to over 600
children and youth...impacting well over 2400 family members.

B Community footage

Please take a look at our website or call if you would like more information about
what we do.
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In our family a butterfly symbolizes safety, protection, and love. Someone in our life
watching over us. It seemed like a perfect match for such a meaningful center like
this one. A sign of hope in times hope seemed impossible.

Butterflies to AW Logo
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